Mr. Renick

School Year 2015/16

Mr. Renick’s Sociology Syllabus

This is an introductory course into the science of group influence on human behavior.  What is culture? Is it important? What influences a child? Why do people commit crime? What makes class inequality? What is the difference between race and ethnicity? What drives you crazy about the opposite sex? Why are education and religion important? This is what sociology looks at and tries to discuss. 
Supplies


You will need to buy some type of a notebook for my class. I would suggest a 3-ring binder. I would prefer it be only for my classroom as at times I may keep them in my classroom overnight. It is your job to keep this stuff arranged. I do take points off a messy and chaotic notebook. This notebook will be used for notes, some worksheets, and your daily journals.  


If you choose to use your laptop for notes please make sure you bring it and please ask to charge it. If I catch you playing videogames I have the right to take your computer for the duration of class. 

Expectations:
1. Be in the room – or front of my room - before the bell rings. Repeat violators will be given detention.
2. Bring all necessary materials with you to class.

a. Such as: pens, pencils, your notebook, your book, highlighters, glue stick, or anything else you will need for this class.

3. Please watch your language. I am fully aware that some of you may cuss like sailors outside of the classroom but please refrain from that in the classroom. I’ll usually warn you the first time, as I understand sometimes accidents happens but I will toss you for profanity. 

4. Be ready to work by yourself or with your fellow classmates. Have an open mind about what we are doing in class. Be ready to express yourself in a positive way. Remember this is current events; we will take about foreigners frequently. View them with respect.  

5. You know the rule on cell phones. If I see it I take it, if it goes off I take it. This is your warning. 

6. You may bring food and drinks to my class. Please do not make a mess. If you do spill clean it up! If you want to go get something to drink before class, please tell me so I know where you are. 

7. This is my pet peeve but I will not allow you to spit into my trashcans. If you have to spit please ask to go the bathroom. 

8. You are allowed to retake all quizzes. You are allowed only ONE retake for each though. If you retake a quiz it will be on your time, either study hall or before or after school. I also allow test corrections, for half credit but it is your job to come in either before or after school or during a study hall.
9. Do not let me catch you copying. I hate it! If I catch you sometimes I will grab your paper and throw it away in front of the class. Sometimes I just write down a zero in my grade book and never tell you. Most of you are not as slick as you think you are. There is a difference between working in a group and letting one person do all the work and then copying.

Assignments:

There is a lot of writing in this class. You will be writing journals on a topic of my choice. Some of these entries will be long while others will not be. If you do not like to write you may want to rethink whether this class is for you or not. 

Grades will be based on the following types of assignments:


Chapter Review Worksheets



4 Tests a trimester



Reports



Quizzes



Final which is 10% of your final grade or could be 30%


SLO which is 20% of your grade – still waiting to hear from the state on this.
Late Assignments:


I am pretty lenient on late work but it is YOUR responsibility to make these assignments up. You will make up any missed work. I don’t care what grade you have you will make up any missing assignments. If you choose not to you will be given 7th period.  

Conferences/Help Sessions:


Help is available during my conference period or office hours. Office hours are Monday through Friday from 2:30 until 3:00. Remember I am just like most of you. I don’t want to be here all day either. I try to get to school around 7:00 every morning so if you need to see me then I can be found in my classroom. Help outside of these times can be approved if crucial.  

What This Class Covers:


This is what I plan on covering this year:



1 – What is Sociology and how did it come into being?

2 – Culture

3 – Socializing the Individual



4 – Deviance and Self Control



5 – Social Inequality



6 – Racial and Ethnic Relations 



7 – Gender, Age, and Health
This will be covered if we have time.


8 – Education and Religion


9 – The Family

We will watch a few movies in this class that all have to do with sociology. Some I have and some I am trying to track down. Last year we watched Bowling for Columbine, Inside the Mind of a Serial Killer, Charles Manson, The Following, Children of Poverty, Going Tribal, and Freaks and Geeks. I may change my mind on some of these movies and insert other movies into their place.

